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Print from the website of the AMF

16 June 2020

The AMF urges investors to exercise extreme cau�on
towards proposals to invest in car parks

Further to a number of complaints from retail investors, the AMF is warning
the general public against o�ers to invest in car parks, usually from websites
that impersonate �nancial players or listed groups from the construc�on
industry.

The AMF advises investors not to respond to requests from individuals to invest in car
parks, and in par�cular car parks in European airports (Portugal, Spain, Italy, Germany, etc.)
without checking whether these individuals have the necessary guarantees or
authorisa�ons.

The method used by the fraudsters is the following: vic�ms are contacted by phone or by e-
mail by a canvasser who proposes investment opportuni�es in car parks and invites them to
visit an online pla�orm and then sign a fake leasing contract (or a savings passbook with
monthly interest payments). The investment is presented as highly pro�table and risk-free.
In actual fact, there are no car park purchases or rentals behind these fraudulent o�ers.

For example, a pensioner explained to the AMF that he had been contacted “following an
adver�sement on the internet about an a�rac�ve investment” by someone posing as the
director of a real estate �rm headquartered in Germany. “A�er several telephone
conversa�ons, I expressed interest in a contract to invest €50,000 for a one-year term with
the capital remaining available, bearing interest at 4.25% and with a monthly payment of
the vested interest” explains this investor who was then o�ered a 7.8% return if he invested
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€100,000 in a “car park passbook account”. It was only a�er he had made the transfer that
he conducted checks, only to �nd out that it was a scam. He failed to block the payment.
These were “[his] re�rement savings”.

Be extremely careful when you receive such o�ers and remember the recommenda�ons
below whenever you receive unsolicited investment proposals:

About the AMF
The AMF is an independent public authority responsible for ensuring that savings invested
in �nancial products are protected and that investors are provided with adequate
informa�on. The AMF also supervises the orderly opera�ons of markets.Visit our website 
h�ps://www.amf-france.org URL = [h�ps://www.amf-france.org/]

+33 (0)1 53 45 60 28

Be wary of promises of quick pro�ts without trade-o�s. There is no such thing as high
returns without high risks.

Do not be rushed or give in to pressure from the caller. Take the �me to think it over.

Be suspicious of requests for money transfers to countries that have no connec�on with
the �rm or with the investor’s country of residence.

Do not take informa�on provided by �rms at face value, either orally or in wri�ng. Using
a false iden�ty is easy and it is a widespread problem.

Do not give your personal informa�on (phone numbers, email address, ID documents,
bank details, IBAN, proof of residence, etc.) to unreliable websites.

Be careful of adver�sements that you see on the Internet and especially on social media.
They are the hun�ng grounds for scammers seeking to hook new vic�ms.

If the company that has contacted you has not been blacklisted by the AMF, this does
not mean that it is authorised to provide you with �nancial services.

AMF Communications
Directorate

PRESS CONTACT

https://www.amf-france.org/
tel:+331 53 45 60 28


6/16/2020 The AMF urges investors to exercise extreme caution towards proposals to invest in car parks | AMF

https://www.amf-france.org/en/news-publications/news-releases/amf-news-releases/amf-urges-investors-exercise-extreme-caution-… 3/5

 Subscribe to our alerts and RSS feeds
URL = [h�ps://www.amf-france.org/en/subscrip�ons-rss-feeds]

Read more

Warnings and blacklists of unauthorized companies and websites
URL = [h�ps://www.amf-france.org/en/warnings/warnings-and-blacklists]

The Autorité des marchés �nanciers calls on retail investors to exercise the
greatest vigilance in usurpa�on cases
URL = [h�ps://www.amf-france.org/en/news-publica�ons/news-releases/amf-
news-releases/autorite-des-marches-�nanciers-calls-retail-investors-exercise-
greatest-vigilance-usurpa�on-cases]

ON THE SAME TOPIC

https://www.amf-france.org/en/subscriptions-rss-feeds
https://www.amf-france.org/en/warnings/warnings-and-blacklists
https://www.amf-france.org/en/news-publications/news-releases/amf-news-releases/autorite-des-marches-financiers-calls-retail-investors-exercise-greatest-vigilance-usurpation-cases


6/16/2020 The AMF urges investors to exercise extreme caution towards proposals to invest in car parks | AMF

https://www.amf-france.org/en/news-publications/news-releases/amf-news-releases/amf-urges-investors-exercise-extreme-caution-… 4/5

WARNING

SAVINGS PROTECTION

03 April 2020

The AMF and the ACPR
warn the public
against the ac�vi�es of
several en��es
proposing in France
via their websites,
without being
authorized to do so,
forex investments…
URL =
[h�ps://www.amf-
france.org/en/news-
publica�ons/news-
releases/amf-news-
releases/amf-and-
acpr-warn-public-
against-ac�vi�es-
several-en��es-
proposing-france-
their-websites-
without]

    

WARNING

SAVINGS PROTECTION

31 March 2020

The AMF is warning
the public against
several companies
proposing atypical
investments without
being authorized to do
so
URL =
[h�ps://www.amf-
france.org/en/news-
publica�ons/news-
releases/amf-news-
releases/amf-warning-
public-against-several-
companies-proposing-
atypical-investments-
without-being-
authorized]

    

WARNING

SAVINGS PROTECTION

20 March 2020

The Autorité des
Marchés Financiers is
calling on retail
investors to exercise
utmost vigilance with
regard to whisky
investment o�ers
URL =
[h�ps://www.amf-
france.org/en/news-
publica�ons/news-
releases/amf-news-
releases/autorite-des-
marches-�nanciers-
calling-retail-investors-
exercise-utmost-
vigilance-regard-
whisky]

    

https://www.amf-france.org/en/listing_format/format-du-contenu-en/warning
https://www.amf-france.org/en/recherche/resultat?form=global&key=Savings%20protection&sort%5Bfield%5D=date&sort%5Bsort%5D=DESC
https://www.amf-france.org/en/news-publications/news-releases/amf-news-releases/amf-and-acpr-warn-public-against-activities-several-entities-proposing-france-their-websites-without
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amf-france.org%2Fen%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-releases%2Famf-news-releases%2Famf-and-acpr-warn-public-against-activities-several-entities-proposing-france-their-websites-without&text=The%20AMF%20and%20the%20ACPR%20warn%20the%20public%20against%20the%20activities%20of%20several%20entities%20proposing%20in%20France%20via%20their%20websites%2C%20without%20being%20authorized%20to%20do%20so%2C%20forex%20investments%20and%20investment%20services%20in%20crypto-assets%20derivatives
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amf-france.org%2Fen%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-releases%2Famf-news-releases%2Famf-and-acpr-warn-public-against-activities-several-entities-proposing-france-their-websites-without&title=The%20AMF%20and%20the%20ACPR%20warn%20the%20public%20against%20the%20activities%20of%20several%20entities%20proposing%20in%20France%20via%20their%20websites%2C%20without%20being%20authorized%20to%20do%20so%2C%20forex%20investments%20and%20investment%20services%20in%20crypto-assets%20derivatives
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amf-france.org%2Fen%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-releases%2Famf-news-releases%2Famf-and-acpr-warn-public-against-activities-several-entities-proposing-france-their-websites-without
https://www.amf-france.org/en/listing_format/format-du-contenu-en/warning
https://www.amf-france.org/en/recherche/resultat?form=global&key=Savings%20protection&sort%5Bfield%5D=date&sort%5Bsort%5D=DESC
https://www.amf-france.org/en/news-publications/news-releases/amf-news-releases/amf-warning-public-against-several-companies-proposing-atypical-investments-without-being-authorized
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amf-france.org%2Fen%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-releases%2Famf-news-releases%2Famf-warning-public-against-several-companies-proposing-atypical-investments-without-being-authorized&text=The%20AMF%20is%20warning%20the%20public%20against%20several%20companies%20proposing%20atypical%20investments%20without%20being%20authorized%20to%20do%20so
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amf-france.org%2Fen%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-releases%2Famf-news-releases%2Famf-warning-public-against-several-companies-proposing-atypical-investments-without-being-authorized&title=The%20AMF%20is%20warning%20the%20public%20against%20several%20companies%20proposing%20atypical%20investments%20without%20being%20authorized%20to%20do%20so
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amf-france.org%2Fen%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-releases%2Famf-news-releases%2Famf-warning-public-against-several-companies-proposing-atypical-investments-without-being-authorized
https://www.amf-france.org/en/listing_format/format-du-contenu-en/warning
https://www.amf-france.org/en/recherche/resultat?form=global&key=Savings%20protection&sort%5Bfield%5D=date&sort%5Bsort%5D=DESC
https://www.amf-france.org/en/news-publications/news-releases/amf-news-releases/autorite-des-marches-financiers-calling-retail-investors-exercise-utmost-vigilance-regard-whisky
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amf-france.org%2Fen%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-releases%2Famf-news-releases%2Fautorite-des-marches-financiers-calling-retail-investors-exercise-utmost-vigilance-regard-whisky&text=The%20Autorit%C3%A9%20des%20March%C3%A9s%20Financiers%20is%20calling%20on%20retail%20investors%20to%20exercise%20utmost%20vigilance%20with%20regard%20to%20whisky%20investment%20offers
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amf-france.org%2Fen%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-releases%2Famf-news-releases%2Fautorite-des-marches-financiers-calling-retail-investors-exercise-utmost-vigilance-regard-whisky&title=The%20Autorit%C3%A9%20des%20March%C3%A9s%20Financiers%20is%20calling%20on%20retail%20investors%20to%20exercise%20utmost%20vigilance%20with%20regard%20to%20whisky%20investment%20offers
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amf-france.org%2Fen%2Fnews-publications%2Fnews-releases%2Famf-news-releases%2Fautorite-des-marches-financiers-calling-retail-investors-exercise-utmost-vigilance-regard-whisky


6/16/2020 The AMF urges investors to exercise extreme caution towards proposals to invest in car parks | AMF

https://www.amf-france.org/en/news-publications/news-releases/amf-news-releases/amf-urges-investors-exercise-extreme-caution-… 5/5

Legal informa�on: 
Head of publica�ons: The Execu�ve Director of AMF Communica�on Directorate. Contact:
Communica�on Directorate – Autorité des marches �nanciers 17 place de la Bourse – 75082 Paris
cedex 02


